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their claims for an equal share in administrative
power at the time of post-war constitutional
discussions. The political status of a nationality
which is possessed of a distinct cultural entity and
social polity of its own cannot be determined by
mere numbers. There are nations in Europe and
America with a population of a few lakhs; yet
they are nations with independent states of their
own and their status in the comity of nations is
one of equality with that of much bigger and
greater nations. Moreover, the Muslim League
was the only major political party which was
prepared without any mental reservations and
without asking for irrevocable commitments to
render every possible aid in the intensification of
war effort and the organization of the defence
of India on behalf of the 90 million Muslims, If
Congress, representing as it did the solid body of
Hindus, refused to co-operate with the war effort,
surely the Muslim League would then be the only
f major party on whom the main burden of respon-
sibility would fall. The League, therefore, could
.not be treated exactly onethe same footing as the
other party. The Muslims have been anxious
to help and co-operate. Mr. Jinnah, voicing the
feelings of Muslim |ndia at the meeting of the
League Council on September 29, 1940, said,
^Muslims are anxious to render all possible
.assistance to the Government in the prosecution